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PROJECT BRIEFPROJECT BRIEF
A MODERN FAMILY HOMEA MODERN FAMILY HOME

Project Partners
Architects: The Design Haus

Builders : CJ Fox
Kitchen supplier: Wooden Heart of Weybridge

Our clients loved their leafy Surrey location, but as their children grew up, the layout of the house no longer supported 
the way they wanted to live. We were invited to rethink the space and resolve three key challenges.

First, the unusual configuration of the hallway and staircase created an immediate sense of confinement. On entering 
the house, you were met by a solid wall that felt cramped and unwelcoming. Second, the existing kitchen was tired 
and in need of a full redesign. The family wanted a more sociable, open environment that would lend itself naturally to 
entertaining. Finally, they needed two distinct reception spaces: one designed as a comfortable, well-planned area for 

teenage boys to watch TV and game, and another as a more formal setting for entertaining and unwinding.

The following pages bring to life our design approach and illustrate the transformation of this much-loved family home.
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FLOOR PLANS & COLOUR PALETTEFLOOR PLANS & COLOUR PALETTE

This ground floor plan with a circular flow creates a fabulous, 
easy-to-navigate space that perfectly suits both family life and 
entertaining. 

This seamless layout was a key priority on our client’s wish list 
and it allows the home to feel open, connected, and effortlessly 
welcoming.

ORIGINAL GROUND FLOOR PLAN

UPDATED FLOOR PLAN
ARCHITECT : The Design Haus
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Originally, the front door opened on to a blank wall and the staircase was hidden at the far end of the 
hallway. The entrance to the home felt closed off and unwelcoming.

 
New plans switched the stairs around, which immediately opened up the space. This also allowed for 

an additional piece of furniture to sit behind the stairs with lighting and storage.  

HALLWAY - BEFORE & SPACE PLANNINGHALLWAY - BEFORE & SPACE PLANNING

Moving the stairs created an 
open feeling in the hallway

Space opened out at the back for 
a sideboard with lighting

Under 
stairs 

storage 
included 

for shoes & 
bags

SPACE PLANNING



SWITCH INTERIOR DESIGN  |  5 

The hallway is often overlooked but are really 
important as it sets the tone for the rest of the 

house.  

This fabulous stair runner in grey and burgundy 
creates a stunning focal point as you walk in.  
Adding artwork and decorative accessories 

softens and personalises the space.

HALLWAY - AFTERHALLWAY - AFTER
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Originally, the kitchen occupied this space at the front of the house. There were several 
doorways leading to other rooms which were removed to re-purpose this 

space as a cosy TV snug for gaming and watching TV.
  

TV DEN - BEFORE & SPACE PLANNINGTV DEN - BEFORE & SPACE PLANNING

Small sideboard seen 
from the hallway

Bespoke 
media 
unit 

Upholstery to include chaise sofa an addition-
al armchair and footstool for foot-resting!

SPACE PLANNING
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TV DEN - AFTERTV DEN - AFTER

A bespoke media cabinet sits where the 
kitchen cabinets originally were.  A chaise 
sofa is perfect for TV watching!

Painting the room and cabinetry in the same 
colour makes the room feel bigger - even 
though there is colour on the walls!
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TV DEN - AFTERTV DEN - AFTER

A small sideboard styled up makes a great 
focal point as this can be seen from the 

hallway.

Monochrome printed fabrics add interest and 
helped create a space which feels appropriate 

and attractive for our clients teenage sons.
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The double doors shown here became a window with the sink positioned underneath. The facing walls 
now fitted with full height cabinetry provide excellent storage and house appliances. A large island in 

the middle of the room is finished with bar stools to create a sociable focal point.

KITCHEN - BEFORE & SPACE PLANNINGKITCHEN - BEFORE & SPACE PLANNING

Full height cabinetry including 
ovens, fridge/freezer and larder

Large island with hob 
& small sink

Sink 
situated 

under the 
new window

SPACE PLANNING
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KITCHEN - AFTERKITCHEN - AFTER

Thorough kitchen planning is essential, and 
we carefully consider every detail to ensure 
there’s a designated place for everything - 
from glasses and tea towels to all the little 
necessities in between.

Introducing upholstered bar stools, 
elegant alabaster pendant lights, and a mix 
of bronze and brass finishes on handles 
and brassware brings a sense of serenity to 
the space.

Voiles at the doors help soften the harder 
surfaces, reducing echo while adding a 
softness to the overall room.
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KITCHEN - AFTERKITCHEN - AFTER

A striking striped blind at the window makes a 
strong statement.  Bold artwork above the console 

table paired with decorative lighting softens the 
overall space and makes it feel less utilitarian.
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DINING & BAR - BEFORE & SPACE PLANNINGDINING & BAR - BEFORE & SPACE PLANNING

Opening up the 
space allows 

easy flow from 
dining room 

to bar

Bespoke bar with 
integrated LED 

lighting

The back wall was opened up to create free flow in to the adjacent bar area 
The window was changed to double doors for access to the garden. 

Small bistro 
table for cocktails 

and cards!

SPACE PLANNING
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DINING & BAR - AFTERDINING & BAR - AFTER

A statement ceiling wallpaper with large pendant light 
fitting zones the dining area and creates a talking point!

 The whole room was painted in a soft grey blue with 
bespoke patterned dining chairs against a rich oak 

dining table creating a cosy atmosphere. 
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DINING & BAR - AFTERDINING & BAR - AFTER

Carefully designed to sit within this alcove the 
bespoke bar has fluted doors with a marble     
veneer backboard.  Finished with integrated 

LEDs lights to give a real wow factor. 

A small bistro table with upholstered stools adds 
a casual area for playing cards or enjoying 

a cocktail!
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SITTING ROOM - BEFORE & SPACE PLANNINGSITTING ROOM - BEFORE & SPACE PLANNING

Moving this doorway 
so it sits opposite the 

entrance streamlined 
the space

Upholstery laid in 
an L shape to create a 

social space

A large rug zones 
the sitting area

The sitting room felt like a corridor with doors on all walls.  We moved one door to create a natural 
corridor to the office, which opened up the rest of the space as a generous sitting room.  Installing 

a smaller fireplace in a sleek, contemporary style also creates the illusion of higher ceilings.

SPACE PLANNING
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SITTING ROOM - AFTERSITTING ROOM - AFTER

It’s all in the details - we spend a lot of time 
sourcing the right fabrics and lighting to ensure 
everything sits together perfectly.  

Here the soft patterns and plains pair neatly to 
create interest but not overwhelm.
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SITTING ROOM - AFTERSITTING ROOM - AFTER

Introducing a contemporary fireplace along with 
bespoke fitted cabinetry - designed to match 
the bar - creates a strong sense of continuity 

throughout the space. 

Adding antique mirror at the back of the alcoves 
helps bounce light around, adding depth and 
brightness. We kept the accessories simple 

to allow the design details to truly shine.
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CLIENT TESTIMONIALCLIENT TESTIMONIAL

Our home finally works for the way our family lives Our home finally works for the way our family lives 
today. The boys love their new space, and we love today. The boys love their new space, and we love 
having a kitchen and reception rooms that feel having a kitchen and reception rooms that feel 
stylish, social and inviting. The whole process with stylish, social and inviting. The whole process with 
Switch was exceptional.Switch was exceptional.

““
Will & KirstyWill & Kirsty
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This ground floor plan with a circular flow creates a fabulous, 
easy-to-navigate space that perfectly suits both family life 
and entertaining. This seamless layout was a key priority 

on our client’s wish list.
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We strive to create spaces in which to live and We strive to create spaces in which to live and 
relax. Which stand the test of time, are unique to our clients, relax. Which stand the test of time, are unique to our clients, 

and always feel like home.and always feel like home.
““


